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Abstracts and Speaker Biographies 
 

Speakers 

Dr Marta Miner 

Provocation 1: Mediating Cultural Otherness When Translating Fairytales and Children’s Stories 

Márta Minier is a lecturer in Drama at the Cardiff School of Creative and Cultural Industries, University of 

Glamorgan, UK. She holds a PhD in Drama from the Performance Translation Centre, University of Hull, UK. She 

is currently assistant editor of the Journal of Adaptation in Film and Performance. Her research interests 

include translation studies, adaptation studies, and Central and Eastern European theatre and literature.  

Márta will talk about culture-specificity in stories for children – what strategies are employed in handling 

culture-specific references in translation and adaptive reworking, what the broader implications of these 

translational decisions are, and will ask why such choices matter. 

 

Arti Prashar 

Provocation 2: Lost in Interpretation 

Stories hold many cultural values that cause me much consternation. Whole nations, religions, and lives are 
built on them – stories that is - but for me they represent challenge and control especially as a (Hindu) woman. 
I love their imagination, their foresight, their wisdom. But will you agree with my interpretation? 

Arti started her theatre life as a member of Tara Arts’ community theatre group and after a long weekend 
performing at the Edinburgh festival decided to join the industry as a professional. However, auditions became 
tedious and uninspiring fighting for that one part: the corner shop owner’s wife. So she turned to project co-
ordinating and directing. Her credits include working for Tara Arts, Theatre Foundry, Bolton Octagon, Derby 
Playhouse, Artswork, and Half Moon YPT.  

As a storyteller she has been delighting audiences across Europe with her eastern flavoured stories sprinkled 
with contemporary issues, telling tales at festivals from Rotterdam to Cape Clear to the V&A Museum.  

She joined Spare Tyre as Associate Director in 2002 and became Artistic Director/CEO of Spare Tyre in 2006 
overseeing strategic change, supporting an ensemble of artists with learning disabilities (inc.Theatre Ensemble) 
and an ensemble of artists age 60+ (HotPots).  

Arti directs and delivers outreach projects with a range of communities, developing multi-sensory workshops 
and performances with, by and for people with learning disabilities, older people and women who’ve 
experienced sexual violence. Projects take place in community centres, day centres, schools, hospitals, church 
halls, arts venues and as part of festivals across London. 
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Professor Michael Wilson 

Provocation 3: The Three Hairs from the Devil’s Beard of Gold: Translating the Multiple Languages of Luzel’s 
Folktales 

 
Francois-Marie Luzel was born in the Breton commune of Plouaret in 1826 and became a celebrated poet of 
the Breton language and one of the most eminent French folklorists of the nineteenth century. Arguably his 
most substantial publication of Breton folktales was the three volumes of Contes  populaires de Basse-
Bretagne, published in 1887, which contain a total of seventy-nine stories, collected during his travels around 
Lower Brittany and represent the most substantial single nineteenth century collection of folktales from the 
Celtic people of Brittany.  
 
In many ways Luzel was a man of his time and his collections throw an interesting light onto the 
methodologies and philosophical underpinnings of mid to late nineteenth century folklore scholarship. In 
other ways, though, Luzel was extraordinarily modern in his thinking and anticipated much twentieth century 
folkloristics with his insistence on accurate transcriptions of the storytellers’ own words and the publication of 
substantial contextual information. Whilst he may not have thought of his texts as such, Luzel was essentially 
publishing performance texts. As such, Luzel’s work throws up particular challenges for the translator, 
especially around the issues of authenticity, textual status and the relationship within the texts between the 
languages of French, Breton and Performance. 
 
Mike Wilson is currently engaged in translating a substantial number of Luzel’s folktales for what will be the 
first major volume of Luzel’s work in English. 
 

Mike Wilson is Professor of Drama and Dean of the School of Media & Performance, at University College 
Falmouth.  Mike Wilson was Co-Director of the George Ewart Evans Centre for Storytelling from its inception 
until 2010.  His areas of interest fall broadly into the areas of popular and vernacular performance, with 
particular interests in storytelling, Grand-Guignol and Bertolt Brecht and his contemporaries. His work on 
storytelling has led him to become involved in researching the relationship between storytelling and digital 
technology and broader issues relating to the digital economy. I am also interested in stage translation and his 
work in all the above areas has involved translating performance texts from both German and French. 

 

 
Dr Joe Winston 
 
Keynote: Can sharing our stories help us get along better? 
 
This talk will explore the central concept of transnationalism, namely that of ‘navigating boundaries’ and will 
examine how it fits with an ethical, cosmopolitan agenda for those of us who work with stories from around 
the world in community and educational settings. Using one or two examples from my own practice, as a 
drama educator who works with an international mix of students, I will examine how this idea can help us 
understand how sharing such stories can help us connect and understand one another that little bit better.  
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Joe Winston is Associate Professor in Drama and theatre Education at the University of Warwick. He is co-
editor of Research in Drama Education: the Journal of applied Theatre and Performance and author of a 
number of books, his latest Beauty and Education, being published by Routledge in 2010. He regularly works 
with both teachers and students at a national and international level and drama as a form of storytelling is one 
of his key interests both as a practitioner and as a researcher. 
 

Chairs 

David Ambrose 

Chair: Provocation 3 

Born in England in 1950, David Ambrose worked as a farmhand, milkman, music journalist, reggae promoter 
and community theatre director, before moving to Wales in the 1980’s to be Director of St Donats Arts Centre 
for nearly twenty years.  
 
During much of that time he has been involved in encouraging the revival of performance storytelling in Wales, 
presenting storytelling events in and around St Donats Castle on the South Wales coast; he is founder/director 
of the Beyond The Border Wales International Storytelling Festival, and a founder member of the Tales From 
Beyond The Border Storytelling Company.  
 
As a storyteller David performs regularly in theatres, community centres and schools across Wales, as well as 
taking part in international storytelling festivals around the world. He has also worked on many community 
storytelling projects, including working with The National Museum of Wales as part of the UK Festival of 
Muslim Cultures, and is currently involved in setting up a series of storytelling education projects in the South 
Wales valleys.    
 
www.beyondtheborder.com 
 

Professor Hamish Fyfe 

Chair: Keynote Lecture, Plenary 

Hamish Fyfe Co-Director of the George Ewart Evans Centre for Storytelling in the Cardiff School of Creative and 
Cultural Industries at the University of Glamorgan..  He has worked as a teacher, actor, and researcher in a 
variety of contexts. He worked for twenty years in Belfast, Northern Ireland before taking up his post as Chair 
of Arts in the Community at the University of Glamorgan in September 2004. He is the Director of the MA in 
Arts in the Community which is now being offered at the University of Glamorgan. 
His research interests currently fall into three broad areas; 

 Creative community building through cross-sector collaboration with the arts  

http://www.beyondtheborder.com/
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 What is creativity, how does it ‘work’ and how can it be fostered?  

 Theatre, ritual and identity  

He worked on a research project for the Welsh Assembly which is concerned with cross-sectoral arts activity 
throughout Wales. Recommendations from the report are forming an element of the developing cultural 
policy for Wales. In a recently published a book – She Danced and We Danced – Artists, Creativity and 
Education Hamish examines the role of artists and other creative professionals in learning and community 
building in Northern Ireland. He is currently researching for a new publication the working title of which is 
Making Play Work which is concerned with the developing international debate about creativity and its 
contribution to social and economic development. He is editor of the journal Art and Communities published 
by Intellect. 

 

Karen Lewis  

Chair: Welcome 

Karen is Co-Director of the George Ewart Evans Centre for Storytelling and Project Leader for Storyworks, 
which was established at the University of Glamorgan in January 2009 to undertake consultancy and research 
in the field of narrative and storytelling, with a particular focus on Public Services.  She started her career as a 
teacher of English, Drama and Media before moving into the voluntary sector, where she worked as a Senior 
Practitioner for Barnardos and Training and Communications Manager for the Special Needs Advisory Project 
(Wales). She spent some time as a freelance trainer and consultant, undertaking work for a range of 
organisations including Save the Children, Torfaen Council, Clybiau Plant Cymru, Cardiff Council and Children in 
Wales. 

Karen then joined the BBC in 1999, where she stayed for ten years. During this period she worked in radio, 
television and new media and was the founder producer of the Bafta Cymru award-winning digital storytelling 
project, Capture Wales. Her final position at BBC Wales was as Partnerships Manager, with responsibility for 
relationships with external organisations and BBC Wales’ charities broadcasts. 

 

Dr Emma Peplow 

Chair: Provocation 1 

Dr Emma Peplow studied history at Worcester College, Oxford before completing her PhD in International 
History at the London School of Economics entitled ‘The Western Allies in Berlin 1945-48: Relations at the 
Ground Level’. Emma joined GEECS in September 2010 to work on ‘Taking the Field’, a KTP collaborative 
project with Marylebone Cricket Club. Taking the Field aims to create a digital history collection telling the 
story of grassroots cricket clubs around the UK and Sri Lanka. Emma’s research interests lie in the interaction 
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between social and international history and the role of individuals often overlooked in traditional historic 
narratives. 
 

Dr Pat Ryan 

Chair: Provocation 2 
 
Pat Ryan is a post-doctoral research fellow at George Ewart Evans Centre for Storytelling, and has worked as a 
teacher and professional storyteller for over thirty years. He regularly tours Britain, Europe and the US 
performing, lecturing and conducting a variety of projects and workshops. Recent notable projects include Kick 
into Reading, training professional football players and coaches to tell stories to children, various long-term 
residencies for schools in England and Northern Ireland, including NAWE's Writing Together project and 
Artforms' Active Learning scheme; these programmes link storytelling, literacy and creative writing by training 
students, teachers, and other spoken and written word artists. Publications include several academic articles 
on storytelling and Shakespeare's Storybook, a children's anthology which was awarded the Aesop Accolade by 
the American Folklore Association.  He's also written and performed for various BBC and RTE radio 
programmes, and BBC 2's documentary on Kick into Reading was recently nominated for an Arts Award at the 
Celtic Media Festival.  
 


